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 Parsing PDF file to Text

 Parsing PDF file to Data records



Parsing PDF file to Text

Extraction of text from the PDF file

Uses PdfTextExtractor Class

Extraction done using 

Default Strategy

Location based Strategy
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Location Based strategy

Define rectangle by giving dimensions

 X value, Y value, Width and Height

Text snippets that intersect the rectangle are extracted



Parsing PDF file to Text

Y Axis

 Unit of the measurement 
in PDF is called "user 
unit".

 72 user units = 1 inch
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X Axis



Parsing PDF file to Records : pdf2Data

What is pdf2Data

Tool to automate data extraction from similar PDFs

Extracted data in XML

Use of pdf2Data

Good fit for PDFs that are in a template format

© 2015, iText Group NV, iText Software Corp., iText Software BVBA

Extracting Data : pdf2Data5

Good fit for PDFs that are in a template format

Documents that look the same, but have different information

 Invoices

 Internal reports

Data extraction based on predefined fields/rules



pdf2Data workflow

Select relevant 
Define rules to aid 

Extract information 
from any document 
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Select relevant 
areas in a template 

document

Define rules to aid 
data extraction

from any document 
that matches the 

template



Step 1: Upload Template PDF
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Step 2: Mark extraction area 
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Step 3: Define Extraction Rules

© 2015, iText Group NV, iText Software Corp., iText Software BVBA

Extracting Data : pdf2Data9



Step 4: Select Page
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Step 5: Save the Template
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Step 6: Return to Application
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Step 7: Verify the Template
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Step 8 : Extract the Data
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XML Data
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Programmatically extracting data

Define selectors using Adobe reader comments

Code to extract data to XML

Pdf2DataExtractor ext = new Pdf2DataExtractor(template);
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Pdf2DataExtractor ext = new Pdf2DataExtractor(template);

ext.parsePdf(sampleFile, targetPDF, targetXML);



Thank You!
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Log on to http://itextpdf.com/

Log on to http://developers.itextpdf.com/

http://itextpdf.com/
http://developers.itextpdf.com/
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